
 

Bramfield and Thorington Parish Council 
 

A meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday, June 8th 
2015 in the Village Hall, Bramfield at 7pm. 

 

Minutes: 
 
Present:   
 
Cllr. A. Rozkalns (Vice Chairman); Cllr. M. Bond; Cllr. W. Shoote; Cllr. P. Layfield; 
Cllr. A. Niven; Cllr. A. Thomas; 
 
Also present: 
 
County Cllr. M. Gower; District Cllr. Catchpole; Paul Widdowson (Clerk) and one 
Parishioner:  
 
Apologies:  
 
Cllr. C. Mullett (Chairman):  
 
To receive declarations of interest: 
 
Cllr. P. Layfield and Cllr. W. Shoote both declared a personal interest in the 
Planning Application. 
 
To receive a report from the County and District Councillor: 
 
County Cllr. M. Gower said that all is very quiet as a new cabinet is appointed 
under the new leader of the council. He reported that the waste incinerator is 
working very well and Norfolk County Council has just renewed its contract for six 
years meaning the incinerator will be used to its fullest capacity. Cllr. M. Gower 
further reported that a publicity campaign was to be started aimed at trying to keep 
young drivers safe. Finally Cllr. M. Gower said that he would be focusing more on 
Highways and looking to get them to publish a regular list to Parish Clerks and 
Councillors stating what work has been completed and what is scheduled in each 
Parish. 
 
District Cllr. R. Catchpole said that there are major changes being made to the 
Planning Department. He said that currently there is an overall Planning 
Committee and a North and a South Development Control Committee. There is to 
be just one Planning Committee now with more delegation of decisions to Planning 
Officers. The Planning Officers will now meet every three weeks to decide which 
Planning Applications will be decided by Planning Officers and which should be 
sent to the Planning Committee. However it was noted that any planning 
applications affecting a whole community or are controversial would be sent to the 
Planning Committee automatically. Finally Cllr. Catchpole said that Planning Fees 
generate one and a half million pounds and that is how much it costs to run the 
Planning Department. He said that whole new system will be reviewed in twelve 
months time.     
 



 
Public Session: 
 
A Parishioner brought to the Council’s attention that the 60mph speed limit is far 
too fast to the north of Bramfield on the A144 and that it should be 40mph. It was 
noted that there had already been some fatal accidents on this stretch of road and 
the Parishioner was sure that without doubt there would be more fatalities if the 
current situation continues. Cllr. M. Gower suggested that a footpath is built next to 
this stretch of road and Cllr. A. Niven said that Speedwatch could check speeds 
any distance outside the 30mph zone. 
 
To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on May 15th 2015: 
 
The Minutes were approved. 
 
Proposed: Cllr. W. Shoote:  Seconder: Cllr. A. Niven: 
 
Matters arising: 

 
Cllr. M. Bond reported on the Monitoring Report from OFSTED since Bramfield 
Primary School was judged by OFSTED in its January 2015 Section 5 Report on 
the school as ‘Inadequate’. He said that the problem was that student progress 
was not good enough. OFSTED judged that the Suffolk County Council’s Plan was 
‘fit for purpose’ but not the School’s Plan. Cllr. M. Bond reported that the 
Headteacher, Mrs. Benefer, was retiring at the end of the school year and that a 
Temporary Head would be appointed. He said that OFSTED criticised the 
Governors for not checking on the data on the progress of each child and that they 
had spent far too much time concentrating on setting up the ‘Hard’ Federation with 
the other schools and not on pupil progress. Cllr. M. Bond said that there was now 
a new overall governing body for the four schools in the ‘Hard’ Federation. 
   
Defibrillator in Bramfield 
 
Cllr. W. Shoote said that Bramfield should have a defibrillator available as 
someone who has a heart attack has just 10 minutes to survive. He recommended 
that the defibrillator bought was a fully automatic one as no training was needed 
and the user cannot go wrong. Cllr. W. Shoote said that the cost would be £800-
£1200 if one could not be sourced free. He said that there would be ongoing costs 
of around £200 every 3-5 years for new batteries. It was agreed that Bramfield 
should have a defibrillator and Cllr. W. Shoote would look to source one whilst 
councillors would think about where to site it. The County and District Councillors 
said that they may be able to help with its funding. 

 
Speedwatch Report 
 
Cllr. A. Niven reported that the Police have approved and designated the sites 
where the Speedwatch team can monitor traffic. They are the Edwards Lane 
Crossroads, opposite the bus stop in the middle of the village and next to the 
United Reformed Church. Cllr. A. Niven said that it would be a lengthy process 
now of getting the necessary equipment, getting it paid for and all the Speedwatch 
members trained by the Police who do the tuition for free. Speedwatch could then 
make a start with a few trial runs to check the locations are suitable and Cllr. A. 



 
Niven believed that definitely by the end of the summer Bramfield Speedwatch 
would be up and running.  
  
He said that Speedwatch’s role was to monitor the area and then take data to the 
police who decided on how to act on it. Cllr. A. Niven said that those speeding get 
a polite first letter noting their speeding and if they are caught again, the 
subsequent letters are less polite and further speeding transgressions will probably 
see the Police prosecute the driver. Cllr. A. Niven said that the Police do act on 
Speedwatch information as thousands of letters do go out daily to speeding 
motorists. But Cllr. A. Niven stressed that the objective of Speedwatch was not to 
catch motorists speeding but to make them slow down. He said that if no one is 
caught speeding then the Speedwatch is working.  
 
Planning Matters:   

 
DC 15 1826 FUL:  Addition of new classroom block to west of site; addition of new 
gym building with associated changing facilities; extension to D.T. Workshop 
Address: Bramfield House School, Walpole Road, Bramfield 
 
After much discussion, the Planning Application was REFUSED.  
 
Proposed: Cllr. A. Rozkalns:  Seconder: Cllr. A. Thomas: 
 
The reason why the Planning Application was refused was because the 
Councillors believed that they needed more information. It was stated that there 
was no Design and Access Statement included in the documents which left 
Councillors with no information about the reason/need for the proposed 
developments nor any other relevant information other than the site plans, 
elevation drawings and a copy of the planning application. 
 
Councillors also wanted to see more information such as Acorn Care’s Business 
Plan for Bramfield House School, evidence of need for an increase in the number 
of day places at Bramfield House School and the maximum number of 
pupils/places (day and boarding) permitted on the site. 
 
Councillors believed that the facilities proposed seemed to show that the intention 
is to increase the numbers of day pupils attending the school. This was because 
proposed there was increased classroom, workshop, gym and kitchen capacity but 
with no apparent increase in residential accommodation. Councillors also believed 
that the design of the Sports Hall was not in keeping with the House as it looked 
like an industrial building. A staffing increase of five was also noted. 
 
Believing that the intention is to increase the numbers of day pupils attending the 
school, Councillors were also concerned at the consequent increased traffic to the 
site because day pupils currently travel by taxi which already ‘back up’ along the 
narrow road past the end of the school drive. They believed that the road is already 
used frequently and regularly by heavy farm traffic.  
 
Clerk’s Report and Correspondence: 
 
The Clerk reminded all Councillors that their Declarations of Parish Councillor 
Expenses must received by Suffolk Coastal District Council by Thursday, June 4th. 



 
 
The Clerk reminded all Councillors to check their Register of Interests for any 
updates. 
. 
The Clerk reported that Suffolk Association of Local Councils had completed the 
Internal Audit. The only notable point was that the Council must note in the Minutes 
when they review financial internal controls. The Clerk reported that the Annual 
Governance Statement plus other documents had been sent to the External 
Auditors by May 27th. 
 
Financial Report: 

 
(a) Balances at the Bank on May 31st 2015: 

  
Community Account   £7 315-62 
 

However SALC Internal Audit’s cheque of £100-80 have yet to be debited. Real 
amount therefore is £7 214-82. 

  
Business Account   £6 591-60 
 
(b) Cheques for payment: 

 
Chq. No. 100970 Clerk’s May Salary   £180.58 

 
Proposer: Cllr. A. Rozkalns:   Seconder: Cllr. A. Thomas: 
 
Matters of Information from Members: 
 
Cllr. A. Niven said that he would like to produce a newsletter for the two parishes.  
 
It was noted that Bramfield Hall is open on July 5th. 
 
To receive agenda items for the Parish Council Meeting to be held on 
Monday, July 13th 2015: 
 
None 
 
The Meeting ended at 9-18pm 


